Management of the great mimicker: Meckel cave tumors.
Meckel cave tumors are often asymptomatic and have a sufficiently characteristic magnetic resonance imaging/computed tomography signature that allows treatment/surveillance decisions to be made without biopsy confirmation. Radiographic diagnosis requires the surgeon to be fully aware of the plethora of unusual Meckel cave lesions that mimic benign tumors when they are malignant, inflammatory, or infectious and in need of a completely different and often timely intervention. When such a diagnosis is considered, it behooves the surgeon and benefits the patient to have a percutaneous biopsy technique available. To use our recent experience with a patient with idiopathic inflammatory sensory neuropathy and another with Meckel cave lymphoma to review the management of tumors of the Meckel cave. The technique of percutaneous biopsy of Meckel cave tumors through the foramen ovale with biopsy needles is detailed. Obtaining tissue biopsy percutaneously prevents patients with Meckel cave tumors best treated with nonsurgical management from undergoing open surgical resection with its concomitant morbidity.